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The firebee finds a new hume atthe Cnmbathlr Museum

On May 17 a crew of
Museum volunteers traveled to
Blair, Nebraska to pick up
CADM s latest aircraft display.
[ntruth, though, while the item
of interest has the shape and all
the control surfacesofl aspeedy
little jet. itis actually a remote-
controlled Ryan BOM-34A
Firebee target drone.

continued on Page 2

WANTED
ftems for CAM's Fall Auction
Do your Spring housecleaning late
or your Fall housecleaning early.

We need used, but good, items in
preparation for our Fall Auction.

Linwanted new and never used ifents
are certainly welcome, too,

Sellable garage-sale type items
will be accepted. No junk, please.

No clothes or tires.

If vou need vour donations picked up,
call 862-3303
between & a.m. and 4:30 p.mn.

Ryan EQM-HA Firebes farged drone
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The firebee finds anewhome

continued from Pnge 1

Dick and Jeanne Trupp travel through Blair on their way to visit
relatives in Nebraska, and the Firebee wasonapole in frontof an American
Legion Postnextiothe highway. Having passed the droneanumber oftimes
over the years, Dick decided to contact the Post and see if they would
consider releasing itto CAM. Asitturned out, the Postis raising fundsto
build a Veterans memorial, and the newmemaonal isto go where the Firebee
and a naval salute gun were ondisplay. Afteraseriesof phone callsand
letters between Dick and George Jipp, the Post Commander, the members
ofthe Blair Postagreed to transfer the drone to CAM, as long as all costs
associated with such amove were bome by the Museum. Through the help
of Mr. Jipp. alocal business offered to donate the use of its crane to remove
the drone from its stand and to remove the stand from its concrete base.

Stu Entz loaned usthe use ofhis trailer, and ona very rainy morning
Dick. Don Dawson, Martin Mover, and Ted Nolde departed for Blair.
Aweek orsoearlier, Dickand Martindrove to Blair to look over what tools
would be needed to remove the drone from its perch and the stand fromits
foundation. They alsocarmed penetrating oil to brush on fastenersand fittings
to help break those loose.

Fortunately, the recovery crew drove out of the rain and had good
weather to work on the drone. Removing it from its stand was pretty
straightforward. The crane and its crew picked the drone from its stand and
setitonacradle onthe trailer. Then they cut the studs and muts holding the
stand to its concrete base and removed it. So far, the operation had gone
smoothly, Thenour volunteer crew studied the drone to see how itcame
apart. Atalengthof22 feet 11 inchesand a wingspanof 12 feet 1 | inches,
the drone was too large totrailer inone piece —although it would have looked
pretty cool going down the highway that way.

How the drone came apart was not obvious. and our crew studied the
airframe assembly forawhile. They removed one setofbolts withnoeffect,
Thenthey gotserious, Martin wason his back under the drone looking for
attachments points, and Ted managed to crawl inside the drone’s engine
compartment { the engine is gone). Asthey studied the Firebee inside and
out, Dick said that Martin, Donand Ted all seemto figure itout at the same
time. They found two bolts and two pins that could be removed and started
working on them, [tsoonbecame clear these boltand pins held the airframe
together. Asthe crew just about had the pins out. the fuselage shifted a bit
anda pinand pin punch became jammed inone opening. Thatwas probably
just as well. As Don studied how the fuselage would eventually separate, it
appeared that itmay fold upas itcame apart. with Ted still inside. It wasalso
apparent that Ted was not made 1o fold up that way, so he removed himself
from the drone. With Ted out, the pins were fully removed, and the drone’s
fuselage separated nicely into two sections with the wings coming offas a
single unit.
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A few other parts were removed so they would not be damaged in
transit, and the three sections were secured to the trailer. The stand wasleft
foranother trip. With everything tied down, the crew departed Blairand got
back to Topeka about 9 p.m.

OnMay 27 Dick. Don and Danny San Romani traveled back to Blair
toretrieve the stand. Itisnowatalocal business for sandblasting and painting.
Thedroneisin hangar 604 until it can also be blasted, primed and painted back
intoitsoriginalcolor. Asdisplayed in Blair, the drone was painted inanoverall
dark gray paint. This served quite well in protecting the skinofthe drone but
was an inaceurate color. The original international orange coloris visible
where the wing and fuselage sections joined, and this isthe color the Firebee
will be painted.

The Ryan Firebee made its debut in 1958 as a subsonic. but fast (580
mph)remote-controlled, jet-powered target drone. Inimproved versions, it
is still in use today and can fly at speeds of mach 1,78, Itcan be launched from
the ground or an aircraft. It has a self-contained parachute so it can be
recovered, repaired. and flown again. Firebees are often intercepted and
tracked with radar by fighter aircraft, but after so many missions, they are
targeted and shot down.,

Once the preservation and painting are complete, the Firebee will take
its place on the grounds outside of Hangar 602, 9

Visit our website at
www.combatairmuseum.org

AugustLuncheon features
WWII pilot and former POW from
Photo Recon n_aissan ce Squadron

The scheduled speaker for the August Membership
Luncheon is Mr, Robert Ecklund of Emporia, KS. Mr.
Ecklund flew photo reconnaissance aircrafl with the 5
Photo Reconnaissance Squadron ofthe 3% Photographic
Group (Reconnaissance), 12" Air Force in North Africa
and [taly during World WarIL. He primarily flew F-5 (P-
38) Lightnings, and occasionally flewa Spitfire and Mos-
quito. His group commander was Elliot Roosevelt, sonof
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Mr. Ecklund be-
came a prisoner of warafter his plane was hitand forced
down by flak during a photo reconnaissance mission over
Monte Casino, Ialy,

The Membership Luncheon is Monday, August 9th
and itisa potluck luncheon, &

New
Supporters

Dale Anderson
Mike, Evan, & Danny Cluff
Iris Gonzalez
Andrew Huff & Tonda
MeMurphy-HufF

Eenewig%
Support
Rodney & Martha Duerksen
David & Ruth Honser
Ralph & Margaret Knehans
James & Ruby Leighton
Dian Puiliam
e T S

August/September
CalendarofEvents

August
Monday-Thursday August 2-5
Aviation Education Class
Jean Wanner Education
Conference Center (JWECC)
9-11:30 a.m.

Monday, August 9
Membership Potluck Luncheon
(JWECC)
11:30am.

Mr. Robert Ecklund of Emporia
15 our scheduled guest speaker.
(see article)

September
There is no Membership
Luncheon in September.

The next luncheon is
Monday, October 11.
Itwill bea
potiuck luncheon.
B * >




Members getthe inside scoop onthe Forbes Field Tower

Museum member Jim Menge was our guest
speakerat the June Membership Luncheon. Jimisthe
tower manager forthe Forbes Field control lower. He
talked about what it is like to work in his “new™ digs
— the current control tower began operations in
August 2003, Jimalsocompared working conditions
in the new tower with those of the former tower, He
explained what he and his tower crew do during tower
operations and how muchand what kinds of air traffic
they typically handle. Jimalso spoke someabout field
operations in general,

Since taking the jobas tower manager. Jim has
worked closely with Diek Truppand the Museum's
Awviation Educationclasses. He isaguest presenterat
the classes. talking about aeronautical charts and
navigation, and he conducts tours of the control tower
forthe students. Availability of tower tours changed
after the September 11, 2001 terrorists attacks in
New York and Washington, DC, and the advent of
terrorist threat levels, but whenever the current threat
level allows, Jim has the students in the tower,

Over the past few years there has been an
increase in the number of annual operations handled
by the tower, Forbes has seen an increase in both
military and civil air traftic, even though the commer-
cial commuter airline at Forbesclosed itsoperations
about 1 8 monthsago. Jimsaid they currently average
about 125 operations a day.

A number of charter flights pass through Forbes
and there is a jet charter operation out of one hangar
onthe field. Military operations in Bosnia. Afghani-
stan, and Iraq have also brought ina lot of traffic as
troopsand equipment depart and arrive at the Forbes
terminal using C-5 Galaxy and C-17 Globemaster 111
cargo transports and commercial passenger airliners.
This istrue especially of troops from Fort Riley, KS.
Those who can not be airlifted out of Manhattan, KS
are bused to and from Forbes for their overseas
flights.

A varety of other military flightsinto Forbesare
eithertransient or training flights. Jim said therearca
good amount of Navy cross-country flights coming
through Forbes. T-1 Jayhawk and T-38 Talon jet

trainers from Vance AFB in Enid, OK fly to Forbes
for approaches. touch and go landings, full stop
landings and solo ights. Occasionally. B-2 Spirit
bombers from Whiteman AFB. MO conduet touch
and go landings. Tinker AFB, OK provides AirForce
E-3 Sentry AWACS { Airborne Warning and Control
System jand Navy E-6 Mercury TACAMO (Strate-
gic Communications) jets based on the Boeing 707-
320airframe. Strategic reconnaissance variantsofthe
Boeing C-135B transport from Offutt AFB. NEdo
approaches and touch and go landings. w00, Occa-
sionally, the back up Air Force One VC-25 practices
approaches and touch and go landings at the field.
Then. of course, wehave the activity of the Kansas Air
Mational Guard based at the northend of the field. and
the Kansas Army Mational Guard based at the south
end. The AirGuard producesabout 1 520 percent
ofthe airtraffic. Jim said the word is getting out about
Forbesand what it can provide, and more flights are
coming in. [nshort, Forbesisabusy field.

Jim also credited Mr. Chris Freeman, the
owner/operatorof Million Air, a Fixed Base Operator
at Forbes. for bringing about some of the increased air
traffic. Mr. Freeman invested a lot of money in
improving and upgrading the FBO equipment and
services, allowing Million Air to service a larger
variety of aircraft, particularly military types. Healso
tade major repairs, renovations and improvements
to Hangar 627 and operates a charter jet service from
that hangar,

We learned that Forbes Field isadivert field for
Kansas City International ifthe weather or some other
event closes that airport down. Jim also told the
audience that Forbes isnumber 6 on the divert list for
emergency landing fields forthe Space Shuttle.

When questioned about the animal life on the
field. Jim replied that the folks inthe towersee covoles
running around all the time, There arealsoanumber
ofdeer, fox, raccoons, and skunks. Jim said there are
something like 3,000 acres of land in the aurport
boundary, Thenthereare the birds, Sometimes there
are very large numbersof birds of various kinds. both
migratory and non-migratory. And thisyearhasbeen
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notable for the number of bird strikes by aircrafi. Birds have beenone
reason the B-2shave not been around Forbes much this year.

Another guestion asked of Jim was what he liked most about the
new tower. He replied, “The elevator.” People climbed 64 stepsto the
cabofthe old tower, and climb 171 steps to the cab of the new tower.
Jimwent into more detail about the capabilities of the new tower. He said
itisessentially self-sufficient. Ifprimary powerislost. adiesel-generator
automatically starts and takes the load. [t canoperate the towerand all
runway lights foraweek onone tank of fuel. The tower’s fire fighting
system s built such that firefighters can connect into it to fight any fires.
The radios, transmitters, recorders and other electronic equipment are
built such that the consoles can be accessed from their undersides
through a grated walkway. The towercabincludes abreak roomand
electronics room. and there is a walkway around the extenor ol the
tOWET.

Currently, the tower’s operating radar system 15a beacon system
that picks up transmitters fromaircraft. Butithas another radar system
not vetoperating that will transmita radar signal and receive the return
that isreflected from anaircraft. Forbes will activate this system once
Kansas City International (KCT) gets its same radar system operating.
Onee the new radar isup and running, Forbes can back up low altitude
flight traffic control at KCI.

When asked about the view from the new tower, Jim said it is
“incredible.” Onthe bestdays, they cansee about 40miles.

Toursofthe towercan be arranged, but are subject to the particular
terrorist threat level at any particular time. Onceathreat levelisset. Jim
said they follow anapplicable checklistand call in to the FAA regional
centerwhen that particular level is set. Ifthe level israised toorange, the
tower goes into a lock down mode.

Based on the number and types of questions asked, it was quite
apparent the audience was very of interested and curious about the new
tower and its operation and capabilities, and they were very appreciative
that Jim talked about
Forbes Field operations
ingeneral.

We thank Jim for
being our guest speaker
and for all the work he
doeswithCAM's Avia-

; ; Topeka's Finest Margaritas
tion Education program.
P

2004
Calendar

Events subject lo change

August

2.5 - Aviation Education Class

October
23 — Hangar 602 reserved for
Air Explorer Post 8
Fund-raising Dinner

December
Christmas Break — Aviation
Education Class

I

+ e +
Domestic & h'rq:rmad Beers * Wines & Mixed Drinks

bcan & American w
F‘mq American Foads * Ch s Menu
Fajitas... Jur Specialty

266-4503
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Vg’ Thval] Gl & Prnonal Chades Acoepisd

3320 5. Topeka Bivd.

Visitors
During May
the Museum had
1,398 visitors
from 41 states and
Australia
Ausiria
Canada
Denmuark
Crermany
Great Britain
Netherlands
During June
we had 1,210 visitors
from 40 states and
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Letters and mission logs from Korea

TTiz % M sO6th ASTalment of Jetters i
cumrbat i ey weiiien  freanr Soretl K are
i JEED By UEMC Second Livwionans Joka
Walker Haiclier, wive Tew Corspie flirhter-
hombers. Times are bosed an g Jd-lonr,
mifirarveloee USS BATAAN (CTE-29) ware
Nghl iveralt corrler, The lext appears a5
i il wEliten.

Mission #11 [USS Bataan| 23 May
TARCAP XOC-5 of Taedong Fst.
Armament—1 Mapalm, & 10 GP bombs.
6 5i°s
TO—-0745 BL - 0815 Land — 0945

A J-plare Might, {Reese) We could at find
anmything af the mrgel area, so we dropped
Mapalm oo village of Pungchon, Then we
investigated 3 pasitions for Orkasda - a Brit-
ish cruiser, Nothing there, 5o we dropped our
| ¥er=0n a village warehouse, pnd sirafed 4
villages and suspected pun positions,
Ipicked up 2 hodes .30 cal) = 1 in middle of
right wing. | in beft basding gear well. lthita
byclrandic line, and [ lost all hydraulic pres-
sure. Had to blow my geor down, and pump
ilaps down. 2 HOLES

Mission #12 |USS Bataan| 24 May
RECONMAISSANCE XC Area
Armament =1 3008, 8 5* AVAR, 6 505
TO=1TI5 BL— 1745 Land = 198

A d-plane recey. (Hall) We dropped napalm
& 300 ers on presbricfed target—bunkerd, ehe
Then we sirfied and rocketed 2-3 mare posk-
tioms whiere we observed or suspected troops.
Mathing outstanding.

Migsion #13 |[USS Batann| 25 May
TARCAF YB-31%4 area

Armament—1 SN BOME, 8 58" AVAR. &
Sl eal,

TO-1900 BL - 0930 Land - 1140

A I-plane flight. {Franson) Mostly support
for a small londing (amphibious) in the ¥YB
aren. We were controlled by “ Abuse 4" [ radio
call of British light cruiserk We bombed
umknown target, then swrafed 2 ridpelines for
them, rocketed another spod on the coastline,
ind I:n'nhﬁ]&ﬂd:ﬂ]imln:willu_gu_ Wi were
wiwking elose o Triendlies™ itwassimilario
CAE. Mothing cutsianding.

Letter Mo. 8 [USS Bataan]
Sunday, 25 May
Dear Mism,

T woane v Ded out exactly what o buy
woavall, sothis will be o leiter of deeails, more
o less. Weewill be back inport in about §doys,
aute [ will have plenty of tinse, then: however.,
by the time you get this letter. and vour

amswer reinches me, we will probably be out
and back in from another crsise, Anywny.
s lope 1 works out, We have all the fime
i the world, really; nine months, | gees,

The main things [ can get ar great
suvings here m Japon are china sets., sibver
work. amnd camerns. In china [ con get the
regulor china tea o cofTies sets. or the big 93
piece set. Y ou cam write me whal design vou
wiamf, You can have Noritake ching Soko
china, sbc. Mameihe stee vow want, the brznd
mamez, and the design & pattern. As foe silver,
thery hove nice silver seis, planess. decanters,
maugs. ete. Anything in that line is good work.
Also they have fine offerings incarved chests,
boxes, el fall sizes, [ gues), Also, there ane
wood buys in Sones (rubies are 30 cends a
carat. ) Needany jade. rubies. etc? They have
gooil Japanese and CGerman comeras. which 1
can pet at the PX Birly cheap, if 'm ucky,

Froem my lettars, it may sound like I'm
really piling wp missions, bug 'm onow 1 ks
T missions ot k-6, bul i that 7 these were 2
Close At Support, 2 Mok suppression. and 3
rail-cuts. In ether words, quite an even num-
beer. burt quite a variety. Here on ihe casricr,
["we had 6 missions. including 1 CAP, 3
TARCAP. and 2 recey, Weonly fly [-a-day
here. AL K-8, our availobility (aiverart) was
very poar, @ that's why Lealy got 7 hops in
Tweeks, | guess["'mson ofalibing™, but vet
I have a couple more missions than Kiser, so
YO can s how it goes,

Thiz moming, [ was Aving support for
a small amphibious lending west of Hasjy -
some fuie We |2 of us) sirafed, bombed. and
racketed positions that were giving the
“friendlies™ wouble. Quite & kick! Write
often.
Love. Johnmy

Letter Mo. @ [US5 Bataan|
Sumiday, 15 May
Dear Curedyn.

It swems that 1 remember vaguely a
promuse by my licthe sister w write Faithfully
oice o week while [ was oversens, S0 now |
shall put you o ibe test, (My, we'll do
amyihing o gel meail over here, woa't we?]
Amvway. matl helps o bod,

[ slart from the heginning (which is
whereall tokes should be stared = witty, ch?),
|{along with aboul 80 other pilots comprising
the 20 Aviation Replacement Draft) lefi El
Foear on April 13. All 80 pilots did not leave
thot day. really: they left by groups of 20 0n
o 2-day interval. Afer spending a couple of
days in San Francisoo, we Mew by Mars io
Horarlulu, then by B30 10 Johnsen Isknd,
Kwajalein, Guam, pnd Tokyo. Ader nhout 2

davs in Fapan. we flew 1o Koren, and got our
respective assignmets, 1 was assigned 1o
WMPF-212 ut K- (n field nbout 50 miles south
of Seoul) Aving Corsairs. [ was only thers 2
weeks. during which time | flew only 7 mis-
sions: 2 close air support, 2 fnk suppression,
and ¥ mil-cuts, The reason [didn't My more
wis that aur availobility {arrerafi) was vers
poor. we were losing quite p few plancs. We
tost 4 pilots during the 2 weeks [ was there,
Anyway, lhere were openlngs for 12 volun-
LS 10 2o inte o carrer-based squodron, |
npplied. was accepted. and went back 1o
Japan for a week. o bounce (FCLPL Then,
they brought us aboand. qualified us with 6
Inndings apiece, and here we are. The squad-
ran is the famous “Checkerhanrd” squadron,
aruf weane nhoard CVIL-29(155 Bataan ], We
operate o the Yellow Sea{which vou'll see,
ifyou drag out o map. isthe western boundary
ot Korea). We doneconnnissanes hops here{in
which you—(ad-plane Tight}— v around the
wester part of Korea, looking for juicy far-
getsh. We bomb, rocker. and smfe anvihing
that moves {and believe me, ™, Korea is like
o ghost country ol times), iscliding oxen,
which are rumored 1o be wonk 20 men. We
also flv strikes on wwna and close suppors
and gun-fire spotting for naval craft working
the const. [1's a lot of fun, though dangerous
attimes. | got my hyvdraulic svstem shot out
2 days ago by small arms fire from the ground,
(30 call. and had 10 make an ermerpency
fanding aboard the casrier. 1t wasn't hod,
though. We only fly | hop a day here, and [
really bike the flving and excitement, ete. OF
course, we're fvine Corsairs here, too. bt |
heard via the grape-vine that my name is |
amng 5 that are on o lst io go o o jei-
sguadron, I'mrally getting around, eh?

By ihe way, i the writing seems a Hitle
"wiggly”. it"s because the carrier is stenming
inbe the wind about 30 knois, to recover some
aircraft. My wardroom sor of vibrades when
the engines turn up at high speed.

Jusmt eall ene ~lohn the Travels™ now:
I can write fairly authoritatively abowt Japan
ond Korea. Mavbe in ansther of my leifers,
Il kel vou about Japan. [ have o Jof to learn
about it vet, but [ mean “my impressions” of
the country. A Westerner conno really un-
derstond these people; they're strange at times.

Well, 'l edose for new, Just a small
nede, though. Do thiabthis around too misch
(soamee of TS letter). Mow leg's see some of
your penmanship. SECURITY, vou know!
Hratherly Love (T)

Johnny
P.5. Bay “hello™ o all the girls for me. Ha,



Mission #14 [U'S5 Bataan| 26 May
CAP

Armament  Hescue Kit, 6 50 cal,
TO - 1638 Coast— 1715 Land — 1850

A Z-plane CAF (Deomermg). W e accompa-
nied a 3-plane Recon io the Y area, 1o aitack
boatz and a wilkage: on an igland there, We
orbited the gencral arca. while they madetheir
atiacks. Then we ew back, intercepred the
raber Nighi. amd were recoversd. Mothing
vuistanding.

Letter No. 10 |Yakosuka,
Japan|
Enturday, 31 May

We have finished this croise, and are
mivw ait dick im Yokosuks (pronounced Yo-
KD-zkn), forrefueling and repairs. The cruiss
was fairly guict and fairly safe, which Is what
we all like fosee! We lost 4 airplanes, but no
pilots. Thres ofithe airplanes were loston hard
lanslings — youw ses the plames areodd and tived.
and w are operuting with an avernge {wind)
af 21 knats across the deck. and our aircraft
grocs ghout 14,000+ on the landings. The
bandbopks soy that sometdmes under ideal
corsditions {28+ knotswined |, youcan land the
Corsair aboard prossing 14,004 [bs. 50 vou
can see that we are aperating well outside the
albrwiahle limils, especially wath these old
aimplanes. 5o, 3 planes have bsckled fiselzoes
on hard kancds, bt 1 am oot ong of the gu'ih}'
pilots (luckilvh. The fourth plone was shaot
down near Pyong-Yang by 20 and 37 mm fre.
Dt thee palatmsde adepd-aick Bmding ina ree
paddy, ond our planes keptibe Commies from
getting o him (they were wwvingl; he was
picked up by belicopter after whoid | ¥ hes in
enemy berrany,

Weonly overaged Bmissions'pilot dur-
ing the 10 dave, and [anly got 7. [t was good
Nying, but an one hop [ picked up 2 .30 cod
hullets, one of which hit my hydmulic ling in
miy lefi |dg. pear well. and [ lostall hydrawlic
fuied. [had o blow my gear down, and pump
my fMops down. bt [ god bock abonrd “okay™,
Chber than that, i wasa quied cruse, Oh, one
mire thing! One of the planes comes back with
arocket that wouldnt fire. and it came off on
the arrested landing. I exploded on the deck
{the First cage ever reporied in carrier kistory)
andd imjurcid $maen 1was onthe catwalk when
itexploded = n targe, trange ball of fire = bt
I ducked down fast, and escaped injury, as did
mogt of the men. Bad Break, eh?

I mentiomes] in an eardier letter sho
shopping fior vou folks here, and | forgoi to
mention silk goods, They have 3 2ilk factory
at Koyota or Osaka, ond 1 could get some of i
fairly reasomably, However, | have mot bowghit
arythimg yel 1 wanl 1o ook around and e
my time in selecting things
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Treceived your letter of the 22 today.
and the stamps. | only have 1o use stamps
whiitn we ame in Japan; when we are operating
T use FREE.

Tl clippimgs of the panties fud were
amusing, but it seems that iMbey kve enough
ENErgy and mischievousness 1o g0 arcund
“gwiping pantes”, we could find plenty For
thazm o dhi ot bere that would be it le mare
i lul, Thereseems o be n general resentment
growing up towards the colbege boys, whis
seem 1o be boalers & slackers, Diraft *em oll!

Gilad to hear that vou're getting some
gum, Mom, Inreally makes o person fee baiter,
wnd ook much more healthy, [Fvou con take
ghowt 1=2 hours a doy, vou will scon have a
very good tnn, | seemio be losing mine abosard
ship, because we tend to stay below-decks
ezt af thethime, Allwe do i “sck-ouf”, ned,
ezt und iy,

That dysentery (or whatever [t was)
really knocked me on my butt! For 6 s, |
hiad o have o0 BM as soon as 1 nte snmn:1i1inﬂ_,
It just ran right throughme. Mow my “stoalks™
are firally gening solidagain, thank goodness!
I'was really miserable. [Umust have been bl
Tooud or Bad water: 1710 b2 extrm careful now,

The reason ["'m not on Liberty now is
thiat | heave Squadron “Duy™, They gave all
s e lellows the diny in et you migﬁt
guoess! [t's only a 24 hr. tour, thoughs 11 be
through tomeosrow at roon. Then, Liberive

That'sall fornow. "1l write againwhen
we leave port bere — five davs. By the way,
[ st be missing some of vour kiters, Mom,
because [ have only received letters dated
{appex) 22 Apnl. 28 Apeil, 5 May, 12 Moy,
22 My, How aboug tha?

Love, Johnmy

Letter Mo 11 [R&R - Japan|
Tuesday, 3 June
Crear Mom,

[ hit the jackpot teday for mail:, pe-
cetverd 15 leiters, & of which were from vou,
I from Carelyn, 1 from another girl. | from
Cieo. James, and o conple of official and
business letters, lireally gives one aliftio get
alotof mail: [had been feeting ratler neglocted
what witha dribbling influx of mal sccasion=
ally, The beners friam wing weere post-marked
T, 14, 16,19, 21, el 24 May, soall vour moil
miesd have cought up with me now, thonk
pocidness!

After such asudden detuge, [ probably
will matbe ahle lode justice lo answering each
letier. so [l ry 10 answer collectively.

Oz brig ibem seems 1o be the gardening
and lunidscaping around the premises. which
i= interesting, and i's good 1o know that you
il are micrested enogh i the place {which
Dol sort of fielt was & “lemon™ af one Lime ) 10

work on it ete, 11 alse gives vou sort of a
hobby, and makes goed wse of the time, JTust
he careful shout overworking, and naot to get
oo much sun ot first, Also. it secems o litle
superflugws 1o Inbor on the river-bank: the
wewdls there ure too aetive.

You don't have o worry ahowi the
contenis of voar lefters beiing boring: i nioz
io koo what is geing on at “tee old home-
stend”, and alzo, any news is good news, We
really enjov peting muil here, as it is practi-
cally our only ouch withithe U5, By theway,
[amenclosing the clipping. [See below] tobe
kept there with the other clippings. ec.

[z over ihe illness delinitely now, nnd
almost back 1o mormal, Thank the Lord! liwas
rough while i lasted.

I have been doing nothing here bat
shopping (very littke), and sight-zeeing, 10 a
small degree. [have bought just o few knick=
knacks, swch as hand-paimed clothes, de-
signed smadl inble clothes, ahomd-carved leger
apener of ivory (or bone), wle. Mo purchase
of amy great valuse vet, such ng ching, comem,
sulk jickest, efe, 1 con pet you anice loonging
Jocket ond n=ilk siin bathrobe {with designs,
ete.); just specify the color. cte. Tleey are all
a medium size. [ believe. | almost boughi
miysell a nice marcon'veilow bunging robe
yesterday, but 'l bpok around before | buy.
Al of these jackets nnd robes cost abou 515,
and are very o and colorful

W had 12 airerall 1] afwhich were in
fair comelition when we armived hers in port.
bt expectio have Xar 24 a'cwhen we leave.
We lesd sobely FaLl-A"% before (6 ,505), hul
somie ofthe new ([ T—{overbauled. cte. afic will
be F4LU4BR" {4 2mm"s). Oaberwise. except
for o few minor differences in the wing —
fedding basdle and meclsanism, the sept-lowe
ering device, aml the ordnance switches, the
planes ane the samae. We're really used to the
old Corsair pow. and could almos (%) Ny it
ouir sleeq,

Thot's enough for now; and ['ve ex-
hausted oll of my nformation and gab, 1711
wribe again in & few days. We should get a
legter—chain going here, shortly, Regardsioall
Lo,

Jahnny

[Clipping from Charleston newspaper article
“In ¥ears Gone By". 10 years ago, (May &,
1942 )= John W. Hatcher, astudent at Thomas
Jefferson junior kigh scheol, won the sime
spelling championship for Southern Wesi
Virginia™], =
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Check out our new
webpageat
www.combatairmuseum.org

By the time vou receive this edition of Plane Talk,
the most recent edition of CAM's web page.
win.cormbatairmusenm.org should be on the Internet.
Many changes have taken place since Joe and Brenda
Raossini of Rossini Management Systems, Inc. firstdevel-
oped the site for us. Board Member Ken Hollemon
worked through June and early July changing the format
and putting innew material. Kenhad support from other
members who sent him photos and written material. but
he alspaccumulated other materials himself, and then put
itall together, The new site was “proofread™ by several
members, and we feel itdoes a greatjobofupdating who
we are and what we look like today.

Along the same vein, the latest Museum brochures
were putonthe street June 1, Gene Howerter wasthe
prime moveronthisproject, with help from Dick Trupp
and Danny San Romani. The three-fold brochure
reflects many changes made at the Museum since the
previous brochure was produced. The new edition was
designed and printed by Dunwoody College of Technol-
ogy in Minneapolis, MN,

Melvina Nickerson

In Memoriam

May 29, 2004
Wakarusa, Kansas
#3259

Join the
Combat Air
Museum!

of Topeka

Laird Moller Ford
23rd & Topeks TAS-235-8211
wwrwLnolsriord.com

Haller Lincoln-Mercuny-Mazrda
2048 5. Kansas TAB-26T-2B00
vraw.nollersales.com

Holler Autemotive on the Mall
West Ridge Mall TB5-Z28-0812

Combat Air Museum
PO, Box 19142
Topeka, KS 66619-0142
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